
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We all need a listening 
ear. 

 
If it’s been a while since 
you’ve felt listened to, 
there are people who 

care. 
 

If you would like a PVS visitor, 

Mail this form to: 
 

Prisoner 
Visitation and 
Support 

 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 
Telephone: 215-241-7117  
(No collect calls) 

 

Name: 
 
________________________
ID#: 
 
________________________
Prison Address: 
 
 
________________________ 

 
 

PVS 
 

Volunteers visiting people incarcerated 
in federal and military prisons 

throughout the U.S. since 1968. 
 

Our sponsors include: 
 

Catholic Apostolic Church in North 
America 

Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) 

Church of the Brethren 

Church Women United 

The Episcopal Church 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship 

Jewish Peace Fellowship 

United Church of Christ 

United Methodist Church 

 

We also appreciate the endorsement of 
organizations such as these:  

 

Assemblies of God, the American Friends 
Service Committee, NAACP, Tikkun, 
T’ruah, and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 

 

Prisoner 

Visitation 

and 

Support 



 

What Can a PVS Visitor Do for Me? 
 

A PVS visitor will: 
 

 Visit regularly, usually once a month. 
 

 Listen to you and care about your life. 
 

 Discuss things that interest you 
without an agenda. 

 
There are some things a PVS visitor 

cannot and will not do: 

 
 Ask why you are in prison. 

 
 Write letters or email you, or accept 

phone calls from you. 
 

 Contact your family or legal groups. 
 

 Give you money. 
 

 Try to convert you to a religion. 
 

You might like to know... 
 

 Your visitor will notify you of 
the visit day by postcard. 

 
 PVS visits people regardless of 

religion, race, or ethnic group. 
 

 Visits from PVS visitors do not 
count against your allowance of 
social visits. 

 
 PVS often has a waiting list, so you 

may not start receiving visits right 
away.  

 

What Do Prisoners Say About 

PVS? 

“Our visits are always one of the 

highlights of my month. It is a time 

that I can truly relate to another 

human being on an unguarded level. 

The trust and rapport that we have 

established is quite unique in this 

environment.  

I feel no pressure, just two friends 

chatting up on the events of the past 

month. Our conversations range 

from art, to family, to any topic I’d 

like to speak on.  

The level of compassion and 

kindness, understanding and respect 

is something that is rare in my 

environment and I am truly thankful 

for that.” 

–Letter from prisoner receiving PVS visit

 

What is PVS? 

PVS stands for Prisoner Visitation and 

Support. We are a nationwide 

organization of volunteers who 

visit federal and military prisoners 

throughout the United States. Our 

purpose is to provide prisoners 

with regular face-to-face contact 

from the world outside of prison to 

help them cope with prison life and 

to prepare for a successful re-entry 

into society. We are authorized by 

the Federal Bureau of Prisons and 

the Department of Defense to visit 

prisoners in federal and military 

prisons. 

 
We respond to as many requests from 
prisoners as possible. We give priority to 
those who 
 

 do not ordinarily receive visits 
from family and friends 
 

 are serving long sentences 
 

 are on death row 

 are in special housing units and 
(solitary confinement). 

 
 
 


